























in	 five	 sections,	 each	 of	 them	 having	 a	
distinct	 importance	 for	 this	 theological	
domain:	 canonical	 tradition,	 canonical	
principles,	role	of	clergy,	Church	and	law,	
the	actuality	of	the	tradition.	
The	 only	 article	 included	 in	 the	
section	 The	 Canonical	 Tradition	 of	 the	




Canon	 Law	 in	 the	 Romanian	 Orthodox	
Church.	His	canonical	thinking	is	complex	
and	profound,	and	the	author	underlines	









Church	opens	with	 the	study	signed	by	Assist.	Prof.	 Iulian	Mihai	Constantinescu,	 “La	








the	 author	 analyses	 one	 of	 the	 most	 important	 principles	 for	 he	 organization	 and	
leadership	of	the	Church		–	the	hierarchical	principle,	which	is	directly	related	to	the	





















Church,	 begins	 with	 the	 study	 of	 Revd.	 Assist.	 Prof.	 Nicolae‐Coriolan	 Dura,	 entitled	





The	 next	 study,	 “The	 historical	 Developing	 of	Clerical	 Offices	 and	 Canonical	
Norms	regarding	the	clerics	 in	the	Canonical	Tradition	of	 the	Orthodox	Church”	 [pp.	
118‐165],	written	by	Assist.	Răzvan	Perşa,	analyses	the	terminological	and	historical	
considerations	regarding	the	title	of	clerical	offices	and	emphasizes	different	ways	of	
naming	 the	 clerical	orders	and	offices	 in	 the	Orthodox	Church,	 such	as:	 inferior	and	
superior	 clergy.	 Referring	 to	 the	 non‐clerical	 personnel	 the	 author	 stresses	 that	 the	
inferior	 clergy	 although	 doesn't	 receives	 through	 χειροτονἰα	 the	 admission	 in	 the	













international	 organism	 to	 define	 ‘faith’	 or	 ‘religion’	 and	 the	 religious	 character	 of	 a	
community.	Finally,	the	Court	has	found	two	criteria	to	identify	any	religious	communities:	








[pp.	 215‐224].	 The	 author	 explores	 the	 reaction	 of	 the	 French	 State	 towards	 the	
terrorist	attacks	which	are	identified	as	Islamist	attacks,	as	in	the	case	of	Charlie	Hebdo	
attack,	 but	 the	 main	 problem	 remains	 the	 limitations	 and	 responsibilities	 of	 the	
journalists,	 who	 are	 protected	 by	 the	 French	 law	 for	 the	 freedom	 of	 press	 (29	 July	
1881).	There	are	exposed	some	examples	of	attacks	against	both	Muslims	and	Catholic	
Christians,	even	against	the	Pope,	but	according	to	the	French	Law	and	Jurisprudence	








The	 second	 contribution	 of	 Assist.	 Răzvan	 Perşa	 is	 called	 “The	mission	 and	
involvement	of	lay	and	monks	in	the	life	of	the	Orthodox	Church	according	to	Canonical	
Tradition”	[pp.	249‐300]	and	follows	the	role	of	the	laity	and	monachism,	underlining	






















the	dialectical	 thinking	 takes	place	 in	 the	 interval	between	philosophy	and	 theology	
seeking	to	glorify	with	discernment	and	fidelity	to	the	 truth	of	 the	Church,	God	who	
cannot	be	comprehended	by	the	mind”	(p.	350).	
The	papers	included	in	this	volume	highlight	once	more	that	the	preoccupations	in	
the	field	of	Canon	Law	and	Missiology	address	real	problems	faced	by	our	society	and	
prove	that	the	Orthodox	Theology	has	a	say	in	solving	at	least	part	of	them.	
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